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he began to study simplicity and directness, which
ended in the perfection of a style unsurpassed in
modern oratory. The years of Mr. Webster's pro-
fessional life in Portsmouth under the tuition of
Mr. Mason were of inestimable service to him.

Early in this period, also, Mr. Webster gave up
his bachelor existence, and made for himself a
home. When he first appeared at church in
Portsmouth the minister's daughter noted and re-
membered his striking features and look, and re-
garded him as one with great capacities for good
or evil. But the interesting stranger was not des-
tined to fall a victim to any of the young ladies of
Portsmouth. In the spring of 1808 he slipped
away from his new friends and returned to Salis-
bury, where, in May, he was married. The bride
he brought back to Portsmouth was Grace Fletcher,
daughter of the minister of Hopkinton. Mr. Web-
ster is said to have seen her first at church in Sal-
isbury, whither she came on horseback in a tight-
fitting black velvet dress, and looking, as he said,
14 like an angel." She was certainly a very lovely
and charming woman, of delicate and refined sen-
sibilities and bright and sympathetic mind. She
was a devoted wife, the object of her husband's
first and strongest love, and the mother of his
children. It is very pleasant to look at Mr. Web-
ster in his home during these early years of his
married life. It was a happy, innocent, untroubled
time. He was advancing in his profession, win*